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From Chri sti
ast week | intended to re-
flect a bit on the discrep-

ancy between Treasurer Geith-

ner 0s bail out
tute observation during the UN-

AUSA membership day that

Afall the centr e

tions (and their ministers of Fi-

nance) cannot find a solution by
themselves and the IMF and

Worldbank are woefully unde-

requipped to handle the banking

and economic cr
Geithner 6s pl

thumbs down by those who

control the mood on Wall

Street, was not only scarce on

details, it also was absent of

acknowledgements that the
policies of the USA need to be
coordinated within a global
framework. The need to seek
cooperation from Saudirabia,

China and Japan, among others

is mentioned by just a few opin-

ion makers, often on the fringe

|l nternati onal Wo me n

March 3, 7 PM
International House, 3700 Chestnut Street

Our board member Anastasia Shown has pulled together a
vel ous event to commemor at €
With support from friends and colleagues she has put toget
an extraordinary evening of speeches, fun and socializing
around the courage of women.

. Marjorie Margolies, curren
F. national , will speak on the need to advance women into th
halls of political power. UNAGP is sponsoring this event to-

and UPenndés Middle East Ce
the public. Refreshments will be served. And speaking from
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Contact For More Information:
Anastasia Shown
shown@sas.upenn.edu
Phone: (215) 8986449

of the debates in DC. No won-
der that abroad the policymak-
ers started to worry about an
American return to isolation-
ism. Later in the week, Geithner
traveled to Rome to meet his
colleagues of the G7, where he
got a more friendly reception
than at Wall Street. He spent a
lot of time assuring an Ameri-
can commitment to the princi-
ples of free trade (hopefully he

wi || |l earn to
trade). The mood at this but the policy makers did not
Afinancial 6 G7, makehaeyrfueherdvedures ®--
sions precede the gathering of wards collaboration. The presi-
the G20 in April, must have dent of the World Bank, Robert
been so depressing that it got  Zoellick, reacted with a

the better of minister Shoichi strongly worded statement that
Nakagawa of Japan, who national bailouts only worsen
seemed to have sought solace inthe global crisis, not resolve it.
a bottle. The G7 meeting con- "In this moment, economic na-
cluded that national bailouts of tionalism is neither economic
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nor nationalistic,” Zoellick said, Mid -Atlantic Regional Conference and UNAUSA

adding "what might be politi- Member 6s Day
cally correct might be economi- write up by Marietta Tanner

cally incorrect...The pull of na-
tional politics is very sharp but  year of Change:

it's clear that the issues we are  New Prospects for America and the United Nations
dealing with don't stop at na-

tional borders. n February 6, Christiaan, Marietta and Daniel traveled to the
Today, Reuters reported that United Nations to attend the New Prospects conference, organ-
the City of Los Angeles has ized by the MidAtlantic Region. The conference was combined

started the implementation of a  with the Membership Day for UNAUSA. The Century Foundation
waterrationing policy. What  sponsored the conference and Jeffery Laurenti, UNAUSA National
should that mean to the citizens Director, was moderator. Scheduled to speak was the new US am-
of Philadelphia? Feeling lucky? bassador, Susan Rice, but Ramu Damodoran, Deputy Director of
Or for the citizens of Phoenix?  outreach for the UN department of public information, had to an-

A reckoning of human folly at  nounce her regrets. Nevertheless, the conference radiated optimism

hand? Or for the citizens of and many were armed for a long day of debates.

Johannesburg, where aradical ~ There were three panels covering: Peace and Security, Human
shift in water tariffs is being Rights and Climate Change.

proposed? Just like with bank- Ambassador Abdelaziz, representative of Egypt, heralded the
ing, we should start thinking possibility of improved relations with the US in dealing with inter-

about these water issues ona national disputes. He sees a new US spirit that may avoid acts of
global level, not only local.

It is to be hoped that our
leaders in the United States take
the daring step of thinking glob-
ally and cosmopolitan. We will
be going for the lowest com-
mon denominator in solving
global problems if we keep a
nationalist or local focus. We
want to be leaders, we want to
be constructive leaders, but you
need others who will accept
your leadership. That means
you need to know and respect
their needs and their wants.
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http://www.un.int/japan/

war such as those experienced in Gaza and Lebanon. James Traub of the NYTimes magazine saw oppol
tunities to overcome sovereignty induced i ntr a
nations would take advantage of this transformational moment. She noted that the veto power was an
inbuilt weakness in the Security Council, and those five nations will not be ready any time soon to relin-
gui sh the veto advantage. Chinads rise wil!/ c ha
affect UNOGOs great probl ems.

The Declaration of Human rights may be the most translated document on earth, but its ubiquity
might become its undoing, as it allows nations to avoid accountability for their own actions. Craig
Mokhi ber sees the fAarticulation to protecto as
step in within a nation when human rights are systematically being violated. Joanne Sandler of UNIFEM
finally sees some real efforts taken to promote gender equality across the UN system. Shamina Degon-
zaga, Chair of the 2008 DRNGO Conference, is pleased that Obama has embrace multilateralism,
opening the door to dialogue; and Peter Maurer, permanent representative of Switzerland is hopeful that
treaties can now be ratified and the US can become a key partner in the Human Rights agenda, taking
part in the upcoming Geneva conference to surmount the negativism in western political circles around
Durban II.

Tariqg Banuri, Director of Sustainable Development, said that we cannot stabilize the atmosphere be-
cause we cannot put our carbon back in the earth. He hopes that all nations, including China and India,
can be partners in the upcoming sustainability talks. Bonnie Harken, of Natutilus International Develop-
ment Corp discussed urban flooding and took New York City as an example of waterfront solutions and
adaptive ecology. Heather KendMliller, a lawyer and an Athabascan native of Alaska, has devoted her
career to empowering traditional people who are now suffering displacement from warmer winters and
thinner ice which have made their subsistence activities hazardous and unproductive. The consensus
among experts seemed to be that we have reached the stage where there can be no room for excess em
sions quotas; everyone has to work toward a global policy of zero emissions.

Enid Adler was at the UN all of last week at the resumed
7th Session of the Assembly of States Parties (ASP) of
the International Criminal Court. The USA is not (yet) a
state party. (http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ASP/
ASP+Home.htm) She met Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon at the Assembly reception and according to Enid,
AHe seems very pleasanto. The w
time focused on the "Crime|of A
crime to come under the ICC's jurisdiction once the defini-
tion and other issues will be agreed upon by the ASP. It's
all very complex, since the ACT of Aggression involves a
decision by the UN Security Council, while the ICC will
deal with the CRIME of Aggression.

0\

Ban Ki-moon with Board member Enid Adler

We are all looking forward to a debriefing meeting from Enid. Keep your eyes out for more information.
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Philadelphia Global Water Initiative

Exploring the Public Health A
and Water/Sanitation W
Connection in Developing —

April 3 - 4, 2009

Join the Philadelphia Global Water Initiative for an interactive confer-
ence where we will bring together experts:

1 To explore how the public health sector professionals and those in the water/
sanitation sector can work together more effectively in meeting the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) for 2015 and beyond

1 To provide a forum for public health and water/sanitation professionals to
exchange ideas and build a platform for future collaborations

1 To identify public health i water/sanitation research questions

f  To build momentum toward the national APHA meeting to be held in
Philadelphia in November 2009

April 3, 2009, 5p.m. -7p.m.:
Reception at the Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center (640 Waterworks
Drive, Philadelphia PA 1913) Refreshments will be served; entertainment by
Sarah Davis T please register in advance!

April 4, 2009, 8 a.m. -5 p.m.:

All day conference with speakers from Houston, New York, Baltimore, Washington
DC and Philadelphia. Panel discussions, Plenary debate ending with a Social Gath-
ering and Poster Session on location T an opportunity for informal discussions; post-
ers from students, from sponsoring organizations and from leaders in Philadelphia.
Breakfast, lunch and light refreshments will be served

The conference will take place at
The College of Physicians of Philadelphia
19 South 22 "™ Street, Philadelphia, PA

To register, to display your project or research in a poster, or for more information, email
Cassandra Partyka at partykaa@sas.upenn.edu.

The Philadelphia Global Water Initiative is a group of interested organizations and individuals committed to
helping to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals for water & sanitation throughout the world. It in-

cludes the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Water Department, Water for People, Aqua America,
Pennoni Associates, US Environmental Protection Agency, Uhl, Baron, Rana and Associates, Delaware
River Basin Commission, the United Nations Association Greater Philadelphia Chapter, Traveling Mercies,
Keiyo Soy Ministries.




PROJECT FOR NUCLEAR AWARENESS i
CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS AND BRIEFING

FEBRUARY 5, 2009

he Philadelphia based Pro-

ject for Nuclear Awareness
organized an advocacy trip to
the Congress in DC. The UNA
GP and the local chapter of the
Physicians for Social Responsi-
bility sponsored this event and
our members Marietta Tanner,
Wayne Jacoby, Christiaan
Morssink, and Craig Eisendraht
climbed on board a bus at 7AM
to join 37 others.

Headed by PNAers Ed
Aguilar and Elizabeth Erickson
the troupe was instructed,
briefed, and properly ordered
by the time we reached THE
HILL. Seven groups met with
members of the senate and con-

by Marietta Tanner

who had been exposed to the  opened the discussion on the
fallout of nuclear test sites. US and Nuclear Nen

Lastly we urged courage to take Proliferation. He did not want a
the relative easy step of remov- hasty vote, but time for an en-

ing most of the nuclear war voy to be appointed who takes a
heads from the current hair personal interest in the treaties,
trigger alert, thus providing working thoughtfully for a re-
great positive signals to the placement for START

world. This would eliminate the (Strategic Arms Limitation
immediate danger of complete treaty, which obligates the US
annihilation and would not at and Russia to reduce their nu-
all diminish US security. Inall  clear arsenals by 6,000 war-
cases we urged the staffersto  heads). Other speakers included
see the PNA as a useful re- Craig Eisendrath on dangers of
source of information when weapons in outer space, Tho-
confronted with budget or pol- mas Graham, Jr. on the escala-
icy issues regarding nuclear tion since Hiroshima, and Ste-

weaponry. ven Starr of PSR; his presenta-
At the afternoon briefing, tion can be found atttp://

gress, all having a role in one of Jofi Joseph, Senator Robert Ca- www.ipinst.org/asset/file/393/

the relevant committees, from
energy to armed forces and for-
eign policy. Our group, visited
the offices of Reps. John Sala-
zar D-Co, Glenn Nye, Bva.,
Zach Space, BDh, and Charles
Dent, RPa. In each case we
met with their assistants, young
and friendly and able. Our pur-
pose was to get the house to
reduce spending on nuclear
forces and missile defense and
consolidate nuclear spending
under the Energy Department.
To do this, funds need to be di-
verted to threat reduction, waste
management and environmental
cleanup, with greater oversight
and safeguards of nuclear
power plants. Another impor-
tant point was our advocacy for
compensation of US veterans
and Native American residents

seyobds foreign pSidrpdBdAgubdhbrenwsners |,

Five guys working for nuclear disarmament, hoping to stop the folly.
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