UNITED NATION S ASSOCIATION OF
GREATER PHILADELPHIA

MARCH/APRIL 2009 UNA-GP.ORG INFO@UNA-GP.ORG
Fom# EOEO&EA
Desk:

I\/I arch was so full of travel,
illness and events that
we simply coul
newsletter together. Coming
back on the 28 of March from
Turkey, where Nalat and |, as
well as fourteen others from the
Philadelphia region visited the
World Water Forumwe had to
go immediately into high gear
for the PGWI 3% Annual Con-
ferenceon April 3 and 4.

Not only did we work on the
Il nternational
event at the International House At the World Water Forum

(Thank you Anastasia), we also Karen). Water and sanitation business and politicking in a
supported the presentation by

Suraya Pakzad from Afghani- seem to become big issues inmore collaborative format. It
. the world, and the Philadelphia was a pity that the UN and its
stan (Founﬂer or:Vollces .Of chapter may make this topic many institutions were not
\(/'I\{ﬁ?nekms aﬁ\l?clf ESta;\CdaersS)OCIi%t into something of a specialty mentioned, except for the IMF
| heard e bout 2mong their brethren. The and that institution is not very
recently we heard again abou Philadelphia Water Department we | | embedded i n
f[he killing Of prominent women o actually a huge potentialfor Sy st em. 0 l ndeed,
in Afghanistan and worry becoming a showcase for the the G7 or 8, the G20, the annual
d_eeply about the safety .Of OUr \yorld and we should help pro- Davos conferences (for the
friend. I_am afraid that \.Nh"e W€ mote that niche. worl débs oligarchy)
are trying to make_fnends n My 84-yearold mother undermine the efforts to reform
ﬁ\]fghar;:stﬁn and t]:u"df rapport - jled me from Holland the the UN and its relevance in the
rough the use of SOft POWer, o, day to express her deep2lst century. Multilateral is not
the way the military op erate and ratitude that president Ohama a multitude of bilateral rela-
confront ithe . %a& €Y the B2 m e(ﬁﬂg Nr%ions. It implies a global Hall of
:22%::;:2 harm to any goodwill London to set the stage for a the People, where all can par-
: . renewed ef f or t ticipat. Itiwidlonot dovawvay
. .UNA'.GP memlbers ﬁ'd Pa” \with those at o mithcthe powerbdynaniics land -
ticipate in severa kar Watel 4 oo, Obamads inequatitieswiatsit wil oat dl-
Day events (Thanks Wayne and showed a world eager to do low exclusion. We need to stay
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vigilant on the need to keep fo- World Water Forum
cused on the bigger mission,

while working on specialized 2009
issues, one by one. _ _
As a public health worker | hiladelphia was well repre-

was also pleased with the report sented at th&Vorld Water
from the UN about the negative Forumin Istanbul. The Forum,

effects of the centurp | d A W&ich is held every three years,
against drugs g Ohassitg ;?rortegté@a%d d\é’fénheps.

opium trade issues long ago. The F : b
According to the UN, and | my- ' N€ FOrUM IS Seen by many ac-

self agree very much with its tivists, and for good reason, as a
conclusion, this war has created front for some of the major
a worldwide network of organ- multi-national companies that
ized crime, integrating it with gpproach the world water and that the US delegation insisted
slave trade, illegal weapon trade ganitation crisis as a venue foron  t he wor di n g

and a financial underworld. commercialization. Manv com- N ,
Most of the world has framed ' y tero instead of

the prohibition of drugs in Munities and nations in the in the ministerial documents. It
criminal and law enforcement World hold strong beliefs that s sad to see that the Obama ad-
terms, ignoring the venues of water is a human right and ministration did not step up to
public health and soalled  should not be subject to market the plate in this case. Three
hcultural t ol efordsC RgerRies W€the AN Cyeqrs from now, when the fo-

now witnessing the corruption h - . . .
. . ave proclaimed that it would -
and violence that accompanies P rum will be held in Johannes

this war on drugs along our bor- be wise to expand the universal burg, South Africa, we will see
der with Mexico. The violence declaration of human rights and if better progress on the politi-

is so intense and brutal, that it add the right to potable water.  cal front can be observed. For
threatens the whole social struc-  The activists had their say at now, we need to educate, moti-

ture of the Mexican State. | the Forum, but were definitely a vate and activate our communi-
hope that the work at the UN on gjgeshow compared to the ties around the pending world

the war on drugs will be fol- : .
. ) wheeling and dealing that went iSi
lowed by a close, introspective, g . _g . water crisis.
on around the ministerial and

analysis at home about the cur- Sy _
rent, noaworking, strategy. multinational meetings. We on (Christiaan)

All in all, my travels, the the side of the UNA and the
Obama reception in Europe and activists like theFood and Wa-
the indication that most nations ter Watch bemoaned the fact
are cooperating, at least a little
bit, on the global economic cri-
sis, gave me hope and energy tc
go forward on the road to
Agl obalize our

(Christiaan)
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Internationa | 71 | A$ Day

M arch 3 was a day of who sends all his daughters off
celebration for women to marriage, also receives com-
around the world. It was a day munity respect. In order to
of appreciation for all mothers change health and human

she now helps them beco

strive for freedom.

women are going through, and

me

self sufficient. The goal of the
organization is to empower Af-
ghani women and to help them
Gaining

and wives. It was also a day to rights trends, women need to be ¢.caqom  however. was a slow

reflect back on the struggles the target for change. They are

After
that women had to endure when the ones who know the needs of

process.

seven years,
there had not been much change

it came to possessing basic hu-their family, the needs of their ;. \vomen in Afghanistan. This

man rights and freedom. The village. They can influence the
reality, though, is that many men that they come across. If
women around the world are women were educated about
still struggling. In some cases, health and hygiene,
women carry the burden of knowledge will spread to the

cratic process between the g

missed. In most cases, h

gathering water for the family, men and the whole community .5as from outside Afghani-

caring for the old and sick, rais- will benefit.

ing children, feeding their fam- Suraya Pakzad is the Execu-

ily. They have to do all of these tive Director of theVoice of

tasks while in poverty. Women Organizationin Af-
Women can enable change. ghanistan. She was married at

In Cameroon, a man who has athe age of 14 and now a mother |,4jized programs,

signed from outside the coun

was due to the slow bureau-

ov-

hei ernment and NGOs that some-
their yimes the project deadline is

elp

stan. The challenge is that most
of the programs are also de-

try

which may not work in the lo-
cal area of interest. Due to -un
money,

lot of wives receives respect of six. She lived through the time, and opportunities are lost.

from the community. A man struggles that some Afghan \

JUST IN The Dutch and U.SAdministration sWill Shun DURBAN I

(taken from AP on Sunday, April 19)

The Dutch foreign minister announced Sunday he is boycottinga@ishiNcamfierence because so
tions are using it as a platform to attack the West. The Obama administration has also said it wc
meeting scheduled to start Monday in Geneva. There are fears in the West that the meeting will
heated debate over Israel that cast a shadow over the-tastssuctoaference eight years ago in the
African city of Durban. In recent weeks, Dutch diplomats had worked feverishly behind the scen
a final statement that would be acceptable to all nations, proposing a number of alternative texts
scribed negotiations over the declaration as "grim" and said Western nations were subjected to
"The antracism conference is too important to abuse for political goals and attacks on the West,
Netherlands will not be a part of it." Verhagen said some countries were planning to use the sur
above human rights and rein in freedom of speech. The U.S. pulled out of the conference "with
citing similar reasons. Verhagen said his boycott would in no way diminish Dutch commitments
racism and discrimination around the world.

me na-

uld not at
be marre
South

EsS to try t
. But Verl
political a
' he said.
nmit to pu
regret” Sa
lo fight all

Hopes as expressed by theatéNfashed again. Boycotting a UN conference has serious political implicat

going way beyond irritated feelings during a cold and nasty dialogue, or even a heated shouting
boycotts, the building of walls, whether in Berlin, in Texas or on the West Bank, all these actiong
need to build bridges, to build market places of ideas and exchange. Too bad.

match. S
undermi

(Christiagn)
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According to Aldo E.
Magazzeni, founder oTravel-
ing Mercies the best way to
implement change is from the
| ocal | evel-upolhe Abottom
approach requires community
members to work with each
other to figure out what their
needs are. Once that is estab-
lished, they can make the con-
nection with the government
and persist in asking for aid. In
one example, he and four com-
munity groups partnered with
some local government engi-
neers to build a water system.
In fourteen days, they were able
to finish the piping and water
system for the village. This
showed that when everyone hadin developing countries gain in local communities need to
something to gain and worked their political voice, receive ba- communicate with one another
together in solving an issue, the sjc household needs and health-and with the men of the com-
communities become  empow- care services. The help may al- munities. Without shared

:(r)?\(/jéd zrtl(ijck;[;e ISsue-can beIeviate some of the burden that knowledge of what the issues
There are rﬁany international Women endure, but to instill a are, longterm solutions may
permanent change, the womennot be realized.

(Nalat Phanit)

Anastasia Shown, Raphia Noumbissi, Aldo E. Magaz3enaya Pakzad,
Marjorie Margolies

organizations that help women

39 Priority Issue From the Strategc Plan
Adopted by the UNA-USA in Decembe 2008

Detailed below are priority issues fotd3WAhapters, leaders, and members to focus on in 2009. These are
issues that ranked highly in our survey of different Association groups, including chapters, the Council of
tions, the National Council, the Board, and national office staff, and which have tangible, #elexwant, and shi
goals that we can all work together to achieWdSAINEmMbers and chapters are encouraged to educate their
communities and communicate to their elected officials about these core issues.

# 3) Renewing the United Nations

7KH 81V PHPEHUVKLS DQG UHVSRQVLEL Gdlug/yerry. AtioYgH skgKificantl H G
reforms have been adopted over the years, the United Nations remains in need of institutional upgrades t
the organization to successfully carry out its many new and complex mandates, and to maintain the supp
member statésstrong and capable United Nations, updated for the 21st Century, should be a pri-

ority for the United States.
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